The use of infrared (IR) sensors to detect clouds in different layers of the atmosphere is a big challenge, especially for ice clouds. This study aims to improve ice cloud detection using Lin's algorithm and apply it to Atmospheric Infrared Sounder (AIRS). To achieve these objectives, the scattering and emission characteristics of clouds as perceived by AIRS longwave infrared (LWIR, 15 µm) and shortwave infrared (SWIR,~4.3 µm) CO 2 absorption bands are applied for ice cloud detection. Hence, the weighting function peak (WFP), cut-off pressure, and correlation coefficients between the brightness temperatures (BTs) of LWIR and SWIR channels are used to pair the LWIR and SWIR channels. After that, the linear relationship between the clear-sky BTs of the paired LWIR and SWIR channels is established by the cloud scattering and emission Index (CESI). However, the linear relationship fails in the presence of ice clouds. Comparing these results with collocated Cloud-Aerosol Lidar with Orthogonal Polarization (CALIOP) observations show that the probability of detection of ice clouds for Pair-8 (WFP~330hPa), Pair-19 (WFP~555hPa), and Pair-24 (WFP~866hPa) are 0.63, 0.71, and 0.73 in the daytime and 0.46, 0.62, and 0.7 in the nighttime at a false alarm rate of 0.1 when ice clouds top pressure above 330 hPa, 555 hPa, and 866 hPa, respectively. Furthermore, the thresholds of the three pairs are 2.4 K, 3 K, and 8.7 K in the daytime and 1.7 K, 1.7 K, and 4.4 K in the nighttime at the highest Heike Skill Score (HSS). The error of HSS values based on thresholds of ice clouds is between 0.01 and 0.02 which is comparable with the ice cloud detection results in both day and night conditions. It is shown that Pair-8 (WFP~330hPa) can detect opaque and thick ice clouds above its WFP altitude over the tropical areas but it is unable to observe ice clouds over the mid-latitude while Pair-19 and Pair-24 can identify ice clouds above their WFP altitude.
retrieved algorithm. In VIIRS cloud mask algorithm, the strong water vapor absorption band of the 1.38 μm channel was employed to detect thin cirrus in the daytime. However, the 1.38 μm channel was not appropriate to detect cirrus in elevated surfaces and dry atmospheric conditions [37] . Further, the cloud top pressure of cirrus was not considered in Wang19.
This study fully developed a retrieval algorithm based on dual CO2 absorption bands and Lin's methods, and tested the method using actual satellite observations. This method was evaluated and its thresholds were obtained by considering collocated active Cloud-Aerosol Lidar with Orthogonal Polarization (CALIOP) observations. The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 briefly describes the data used for this study, i.e., AIRS, CALIOP, and the community radiative transfer model (CRTM). Section 3 presents the AIRS-CALIOP collocation method and the methods for evaluation and validation. Section 4 discusses the process of detecting ice clouds termed the Cloud Emission and Scattering Index (CESI). Section 5 obtains and evaluates the thresholds of CESI by using AIRS-CALIOP collocated data. Section 6 discusses about the improvement and limitations of ice cloud detection for CESI. Conclusions are summarized in Section 7.
Data and Model Simulation

AIRS Observations and AIRS Level 2 Cloud Products
The AIRS instrument suite is a high-resolution thermal infrared spectrometer flying onboard the Earth Observing System (EOS) Aqua satellite, which was launched in May 2002. It has a total of 2378 spectral channels ranging from 3.7 μm to 15.4 μm. The spectral channels cover longwave infrared (LWIR) from 639.61-1136.63 cm −1 , midwave infrared (MWIR) from 1216.98-1613.86 cm −1 , and shortwave infrared (SWIR) from 2299.80-2665.24 cm −1 . The spatial resolution of the AIRS footprint is about 13.5 km at nadir, and the maximum scanning angle is about 48.95°. Figure 1 shows the brightness temperature and the transmittance of AIRS channels, calculated by the U.S. Standard atmospheric profile by using the Community Radiative Transfer Model (CRTM). There are two strong CO2 absorption bands located at 670-760 cm −1 and 2200-2400 cm −1 . The Level 1B geolocated and calibrated radiance V5 was used, which is also used in the Version 6 algorithm of AIRS Level 2 cloud product [38] . The AIRS Version 6 cloud product was first released in 2011. The V6 products include results from three different algorithms: AIRS observations only, one using a combination of the AIRS and Advanced Microwave Sounding Unit (AMSU) observations, and one using AIRS, AMSU, and Humidity Sounder for Brazil (HSB) observations [28] . The AIRS-only cloud product was used to determine clear sky conditions in this study. 
CALIOP Observations
The Cloud-Aerosol Lidar and Infrared Pathfinder Satellite Observations (CALIPSO) mission, developed as a collaboration between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) from the USA and Centre National d' Études Spatiales (CNES) from France, provides a new pathway to observe the aerosols and clouds over the Earth [39] . The CALIPSO was launched in April 2006 with the CloudSat satellite and as a part of the A-Train constellation [40] . The range of the global coverage of CALIPSO is from 82 • S to 82 • N and the revisit time is 16 days [41] . CALIPSO carries an elastic backscatter lidar named CALIOP, which provides profiles and properties of cloud and aerosol particles. CALIOP, as an active sensor, observes the earth during the daytime for the equator-crossing time at 13: 30 and nighttime at 01: 30, respectively [42] . The accurate cloud heights can be obtained from the total backscatter measurements of CALIOP. The discriminate ice clouds and water clouds are derived from the depolarization measurements [43] . The CALIOP has three different horizontal resolutions in level-2 cloud-layer products, that is, 333 m, 1 km, and 1.67 km. Since the 333 m resolution product can only be used up to 8.3 km above sea level [44] , the 1 km resolution product, whose vertical range is up to 20.2 km, was employed to collocate AIRS L1B data for evaluation and validation in this study. The CALIOP 1 km cloud products in four months from four seasons-from January 1 to January 31, April 16 to May 15, July 16 to August 15, and October 16 to November 15 in 2016-were used to train the thresholds of the ice cloud detection to reduce the effect of seasonal variation. Further, the optical depth from 5 km layer product was used to assess the performance of ice cloud detection with different optical depth.
The Community Radiative Transfer Model
The CRTM, developed at the Joint Center for Satellite Data Assimilation (JCSDA), is a fast radiative transfer model used to simulate radiance [45, 46] . Microwave and infrared spectrums are covered for most satellite sensors in the CRTM. The radiative transfer problem in CRTM is mainly divided into various components, for instance, gaseous absorption, surface emissivity/reflectivity, aerosol absorption/scattering, and cloud absorption/scattering components. The inputs include some atmospheric profiles (e.g., pressure, temperature, water vapors, and ozone) and surface variables such as surface type and surface temperature [47] . The optional input data contain cloud and aerosol variables (e.g., cloud water content and cloud effective radius). There are six cloud types, including ice, water, rain, snow, graupel, and hail, in the CRTM. During the process of simulation in the IR spectral region, there are three surface emissivity or reflectivity models used for land and two models for water. Spherical liquid water clouds are assumed satisfying the Mie scattering theory and modified gamma size distribution [48] . However, ice cloud particles are supposed to be non-spherical hexagonal columns and with a gamma size distribution in the IR spectral area [47] . In this study, the CRTM was employed to simulate the weighting function of AIRS channels.
Methods
Collocation between AIRS and CALIOP
Collocation of the two instruments is needed in order to find the same location on the Earth at the same time. AIRS onboard Aqua and CALIPSO belongs to the A-Train constellation. CALIPSO lags behind Aqua by about 100 s [39] , and the time difference is negligible. The quasi-elliptical approach [49] was employed to collocate CALIOP Level 2 cloud products with the AIRS level 1B. CALIOP is defined as the "slave" sensor and AIRS as the "master" sensor. The "slave" profiles from CALIOP should be put onto the master's FOVs. Figure 2 shows an example of an AIRS swath and CALIOP track. The collocated FOVs are mostly located at the AIRS near-nadir position, therefore, the collocated FOV around near-nadir measurements are considered as the accurate observation in this study. In the CALIOP 1 km cloud layer product, CALIOP profiles have four categories: clear, singlelayer clouds, multi-layer clouds, and heterogeneous clouds in the "Feature Classification Flag" in the cloud product. There are four quality levels for the four categories as well, which are "None", "Low", "Medium", and "High". Only the "Medium" and "High" quality of CALIOP profiles were considered in this paper. In each CALIOP profile, there are three cloud phases: ice (including randomly oriented and horizontally oriented), water, and unknown. Unknown cloud phases are more complex and we did not consider them. Meanwhile, the CALIOP profiles of "low" confidence are excluded because the profiles with "low" confidence phase are based on the temperature in the CALIOP retrieval and might mistakenly classify the profiles of water phase as ice phase or ice phase as the water phase [50] . The ice cloud phase for the AIRS FOVs was defined whenever the fraction of CALIOP ice clouds profiles was equal to or above 80%. When the percentage of CALIOP water clouds profiles was equal to or above 80% in AIRS FOVs, the AIRS FOVs were defined as water cloud phase; clear sky profiles that occupied the number equal to or above 80% in AIRS FOV were defined as clear sky. Finally, when different cloud phases were seen in the AIRS FOV and the percentage of each of these phases (i.e., the ratio of ice clouds) was less than 80%, the AIRS FOV was defined as a "mixed phase". It is noted that AIRS could only detect the uppermost layer of clouds; therefore, the first layer of the cloud's top pressure for CALIOP profiles was averaged within the AIRS FOV. The number of collocated AIRS FOVs was approximately 2.4 million between the 60°S and 60°N region in four seasons, and the detailed numbers are shown in Table 1 . Day  325086  223611  491986  161149  Night  280327  222595  468792  193368 
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Evaluation Method
The performance of cloud detection in different layers was evaluated by categorical scores. The probability of detection (POD), also called the hit rate, is sensitive to the number of clouds detected In the CALIOP 1 km cloud layer product, CALIOP profiles have four categories: clear, single-layer clouds, multi-layer clouds, and heterogeneous clouds in the "Feature Classification Flag" in the cloud product. There are four quality levels for the four categories as well, which are "None", "Low", "Medium", and "High". Only the "Medium" and "High" quality of CALIOP profiles were considered in this paper. In each CALIOP profile, there are three cloud phases: ice (including randomly oriented and horizontally oriented), water, and unknown. Unknown cloud phases are more complex and we did not consider them. Meanwhile, the CALIOP profiles of "low" confidence are excluded because the profiles with "low" confidence phase are based on the temperature in the CALIOP retrieval and might mistakenly classify the profiles of water phase as ice phase or ice phase as the water phase [50] . The ice cloud phase for the AIRS FOVs was defined whenever the fraction of CALIOP ice clouds profiles was equal to or above 80%. When the percentage of CALIOP water clouds profiles was equal to or above 80% in AIRS FOVs, the AIRS FOVs were defined as water cloud phase; clear sky profiles that occupied the number equal to or above 80% in AIRS FOV were defined as clear sky. Finally, when different cloud phases were seen in the AIRS FOV and the percentage of each of these phases (i.e., the ratio of ice clouds) was less than 80%, the AIRS FOV was defined as a "mixed phase". It is noted that AIRS could only detect the uppermost layer of clouds; therefore, the first layer of the cloud's top pressure for CALIOP profiles was averaged within the AIRS FOV. The number of collocated AIRS FOVs was approximately 2.4 million between the 60 • S and 60 • N region in four seasons, and the detailed numbers are shown in Table 1 . 
The performance of cloud detection in different layers was evaluated by categorical scores. The probability of detection (POD), also called the hit rate, is sensitive to the number of clouds detected correctly by the Cloud Emission and Scattering Index (CESI). Larger POD values represent better cloud detection. However, the POD ignores false alarms. To conduct a fair comparison of the PODs among different pairs of CESI values, the false alarm rate (FAR) was introduced. Generally, the FAR is defined as the ratio of false alarms to the total number of Cloud detections by CESI (Hits and False alarms). However, in this study, the FAR, also known as the probability of false detection (POFD), was the fraction of false alarms to the total number of no-cloud detections by CALIOP. The FAR is sensitive to false alarms and was used in conjunction with POD. Both conceptual and geometrical foundations were provided by POD and FAR for our detection approach.
The POD and FAR are defined as follows:
where definitions of a, b, c, and d are shown in Table 2 . Table 2 . Cloud-/no-cloud detection by CALIOP and cloud emission and scattering index (CESI).
Cloud Detection by CALIOP No Cloud Detection by CALIOP
Cloud detection by CESI Hit (a) False alarm (b) No cloud detection by CESI Miss (c) Correct negative (d)
The Heike Skill Score (HSS) measures the fraction of the correct cloud detections method after eliminating the accuracy of detections that would be corrected because of random chance. It has been widely used to evaluate cloud detection and weather forecast [51, 52] . After developing the cloud detection scheme, the exact thresholds of the algorithm for ice cloud detection should be obtained. The HSS was used to obtain the thresholds of the ice clouds detection scheme and is defined as: 
The proportion correct by chance can be expressed as:
Equation (2) can be simply expressed as:
where a, b, c, and d are defined in Table 2 . The range of HSS is from −1 to 1.
A Cloud Detection Method by Combining LWIR and SWIR CO 2 Bands
There are four steps to derive cloud detection. These steps are listed below, (1) calculating the weighting function peak (WFP) altitudes of LWIR and SWIR channels; (2) determining the cut-off pressure (COP) level; (3) extracting strongly correlated pairs; (4) establishing the cloud emission and scattering index. The above three steps are used to pair LWIR and SWIR channels and the fourth step is used to establish the cloud detection based on the paired LWIR and SWIR channels.
Weighting Function Peak Altitude of LWIR and SWIR Channels
The weighting functions (WFs) for LWIR and SWIR are calculated by CRTM using the U.S. standard profile. The WF is defined as follows:
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where W v is the weighting function of the channel v, τ k is the transmittance at the kth layer, P k is the atmospheric pressure at kth layer, σ k is the optical depth of the kth layer, and θ is the satellite zenith angle. The longwave infrared (LWIR) and shortwave infrared (SWIR) channels are chosen from 670-760 cm −1 and 2200-2400 cm −1 , respectively. The WFP altitudes should be from the surface to tropopause which was around 150 hPa and is shown in Figure 3a . 
where is the weighting function of the channel , is the transmittance at the kth layer, is the atmospheric pressure at kth layer, is the optical depth of the kth layer, and is the satellite zenith angle. The longwave infrared (LWIR) and shortwave infrared (SWIR) channels are chosen from 670-760 cm −1 and 2200-2400 cm −1 , respectively. The WFP altitudes should be from the surface to tropopause which was around 150 hPa and is shown in Figure 3a . 
Finding the Cut-Off Pressure Level
In the first step, some channels with the same peak WF altitude exist, but the shapes of WFs are different. As shown in Figure 4 , the WFP altitudes of the Ch 224 (713.61 cm −1 ) and Ch 297 (734.77 cm −1 ) are the same (dashed black line). However, the WF structure of Ch 297 is "broad" while Ch 224 is "narrow". To find the level of cloud sensitivity, the cut-off pressure level was introduced [53] . The COP level was set based on the WF structure. This means that when the top of a cloud exists above the COP level, this channel is considered to be contaminated by clouds. According to the definition of COP altitude in Carrier et al. [53] , the COP altitude is defined that the integrated emission above the COP level is 4 times that from the COP level below. The COP level was set from the near-surface level to the top of atmosphere and calculate iteratively COP level until met the function as follows,
where is the weighting function, which represents the transmittance at vertical kth layer at channel , ( ) is the integrated emission from the surface to the altitude of COP, and ( ) is the integrated emission above the COP altitude. The COP levels above the WF peak 
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where W v k is the weighting function, which represents the transmittance at vertical kth layer at channel v,
is the integrated emission from the surface to the altitude of COP, and 0 P COP W v k d(lnp) is the integrated emission above the COP altitude. The COP levels above the WF peak height and that exist at the surface are excluded. In Figure 4 , the COP altitude of narrow channel (Ch 224, dashed red line, at~506 hPa) is higher than that of the broad channel (Ch 297, dashed green line, at 650 hPa), indicating that WFs with "broad" structures receive radiance from a deeper atmospheric layer. The received radiances for WFs with "narrow" structures are from a shallower atmospheric layer. height and that exist at the surface are excluded. In Figure 4 , the COP altitude of narrow channel (Ch 224, dashed red line, at~506 hPa) is higher than that of the broad channel (Ch 297, dashed green line, at ~650 hPa), indicating that WFs with "broad" structures receive radiance from a deeper atmospheric layer. The received radiances for WFs with "narrow" structures are from a shallower atmospheric layer. 
Extracting Strongly Correlated Pairs
After calculating the WFP and COP altitudes for LWIR and SWIR channels (in Section 4.1 and 4.2), there were 160 LWIR and 78 SWIR channels that met the altitudes of WFP and COP. As reported by Kahn and Teixierra [54] , the atmospheric information (such as temperature and water vapor) is varied in the different levels of atmosphere. In order to minimize the variation of atmosphere, the altitude of WFP and COP for one LWIR channel should be equal to or less than two pressure levels of those for SWIR channel and the pressure levels are calculated by using CRTM model. Therefore, the number of LWIR channels that met the requirements of the SWIR channel could be more than one, and vice versa. The final pairs between LWIR and SWIR channels are determined by their correlation coefficient. To avoid the influence of the surface emissivity and sea ice located in the Antarctic and Arctic, we considered the area from 60°S and 60°N. In this section, the clear sky FOVs are derived from AIRS Level 2 IR-only products. When the effective cloud fraction (represented by CldFrcStd) from AIRS Level 2 products was equal to 0, the AIRS FOVs was considered as clear-sky FOVs. Since SWIR channels are affected by solar radiation in the daytime, clear sky FOVs was separated into daytime and nighttime. The number of clear-sky AIRS FOVs between 60° S and 60° N were 2 211 648, 2 158 519, and 4 370 167 for daytime, nighttime and day/night time, respectively. A two spectra cross method was employed to calculate the correlation coefficient [55, 56] . 
After calculating the WFP and COP altitudes for LWIR and SWIR channels (in Sections 4.1 and 4.2), there were 160 LWIR and 78 SWIR channels that met the altitudes of WFP and COP. As reported by Kahn and Teixierra [54] , the atmospheric information (such as temperature and water vapor) is varied in the different levels of atmosphere. In order to minimize the variation of atmosphere, the altitude of WFP and COP for one LWIR channel should be equal to or less than two pressure levels of those for SWIR channel and the pressure levels are calculated by using CRTM model. Therefore, the number of LWIR channels that met the requirements of the SWIR channel could be more than one, and vice versa. The final pairs between LWIR and SWIR channels are determined by their correlation coefficient. To avoid the influence of the surface emissivity and sea ice located in the Antarctic and Arctic, we considered the area from 60 • S and 60 • N. In this section, the clear sky FOVs are derived from AIRS Level 2 IR-only products. When the effective cloud fraction (represented by CldFrcStd) from AIRS Level 2 products was equal to 0, the AIRS FOVs was considered as clear-sky FOVs. Since SWIR channels are affected by solar radiation in the daytime, clear sky FOVs was separated into daytime and nighttime. The number of clear-sky AIRS FOVs between 60 • S and 60 • N were 2 211 648, 2 158 519, and Remote Sens. 2020, 12, 6 9 of 26 4 370 167 for daytime, nighttime and day/night time, respectively. A two spectra cross method was employed to calculate the correlation coefficient [55, 56] .
where r s 1 s 2 is the correlation coefficient; S 1 and S 2 stand for the LWIR and SWIR channels, respectively; S and D are the clear-sky brightness temperature of the mean and standard deviation for each channel. n is the number of total clear-sky AIRS FOVs. Only strong correlations between LWIR and SWIR channels were considered in this study; therefore, we selected the maximum correlation coefficients that were equal to or greater than 0.7 (significance level < 0.01). Figure 5 shows the correlation coefficient between the paired LWIR and SWIR channels. The paired LWIR channels were located from 700 m −1 to 750 cm −1 whereas SWIR channels accumulated in two regions, 2220 m −1 to 2280 m −1 and 2380 m −1 to 2400 cm −1 .
where is the correlation coefficient; and stand for the LWIR and SWIR channels, respectively; ̅ and D are the clear-sky brightness temperature of the mean and standard deviation for each channel.
is the number of total clear-sky AIRS FOVs. Only strong correlations between LWIR and SWIR channels were considered in this study; therefore, we selected the maximum correlation coefficients that were equal to or greater than 0.7 (significance level < 0.01). Figure 5 shows the correlation coefficient between the paired LWIR and SWIR channels. The paired LWIR channels were located from 700 m −1 to 750 cm −1 whereas SWIR channels accumulated in two regions, 2220 m −1 to 2280 m −1 and 2380 m −1 to 2400 cm −1 . After above three steps, there were a total of twenty-four (24) pairs, and their channel number, wavenumbers, peak WF altitudes, cut-off pressure levels, and correlation coefficients are shown in Table 3 . Figure 3b presents the WFPs of paired LWIR and SWIR channels. As seen from Figure 3b , the WFPs of LWIR channels and their corresponding SWIR channels are located in similar altitudes so that they can be effectively used to detect clouds in the different levels of the atmosphere. After above three steps, there were a total of twenty-four (24) pairs, and their channel number, wavenumbers, peak WF altitudes, cut-off pressure levels, and correlation coefficients are shown in Table 3 . Figure 3b presents the WFPs of paired LWIR and SWIR channels. As seen from Figure 3b , the WFPs of LWIR channels and their corresponding SWIR channels are located in similar altitudes so that they can be effectively used to detect clouds in the different levels of the atmosphere. 
The Cloud Emission and Scattering Index
After the three steps above, the correspondence between the LWIR and SWIR channels was oneto-one. To find the relationship between LWIR and paired SWIR channel under clear sky, a linear regression can be established for each pair:
where BT is the observed brightness temperature for SWIR and LWIR channels. The subscript "i" represents the number of pairs. The regression coefficients α and β are derived from the least squares in the minimizing cost function as follows:
where the subscript "j" is the number of the clear sky FOVs. When we obtain the regression coefficients α and β, a cloud emission and scattering index (CESI) can be defined as follows [24, 57] :
Some research studies show that when clouds top pressure is above the WFP altitude, it has more influence on the observed radiances while clouds top pressure is below the WFP altitude, the effect is smaller [58, 59] . Based on the WFP altitude, a total of twenty-four (24) pairs of CESI were divided into fifteen (15) , six (6) , and three (3) pairs for upper, middle, and lower troposphere cloud detection, respectively and shown in Table 3 . Since the observed brightness temperature from AIRS is affected by scan-dependent features and the relationship between LWIR and SWIR channels varies with viewing angle, a linear regression was made for 90 AIRS FOVs to reduce this variation. Figure 6 represents scatterplots of brightness temperatures of LWIR 218 and SWIR 2108 channels (WFP~433 hPa) at nadir (FOV 45) and off-nadir (FOV 1) FOVs. As can be seen in the figure, whether in daytime (Figure 6a ,b) or nighttime (Figure 6c,d) , slopes exceeding unity are seen when the value of SWIR BT is plotted against that of LWIR BT. This indicates that the range of SWIR brightness temperature was wider than that of LWIR in the regression training data. Han et al. [43] found the same results. They also showed that the variability and slope were greater when using observations rather than using model simulations. The difference in regression between at nadir and off-nadir FOVs was based on the observed brightness temperature. This clearly showed that the brightness temperature at nadir was higher than at off-nadir positions in both LWIR 218 and SWIR 2108 channels. However, the difference in regression between day and night was not obvious in Pair-15 Figure 7 shows the regression coefficients slope (α) and intercept (β) in the ascending orbit (Figure 7a ,b) and descending orbit (Figure 7c,d) . It shows that the regression coefficients had symmetric variation with AIRS FOVS. The large slope (α) value was mostly at nadir FOVs and small values were at the off-nadir FOVs. The regression coefficients were similar for pairs with high WFP altitudes in daytime and nighttime, however, there were some differences in middle and lower WFP pairs. Figure 7 shows the regression coefficients slope ( ) and intercept ( ) in the ascending orbit (Figure 7a , b) and descending orbit (Figure 7c, d) . It shows that the regression coefficients had symmetric variation with AIRS FOVS. The large slope ( ) value was mostly at nadir FOVs and small values were at the off-nadir FOVs. The regression coefficients were similar for pairs with high WFP altitudes in daytime and nighttime, however, there were some differences in middle and lower WFP pairs. 
Evaluation and Validation
Limb Correction
Since AIRS is a cross-track sensor, the observed brightness temperature was affected by the latitudinal and scan-dependent positions, and the calculated CESIs were affected as well. Some studies corrected the limb effect by two steps [60] [61] [62] . The first step is calculating the bias of each FOV and Remote Sens. 2020, 12, 6 13 of 26 subtracting the nadir bias to correct the scan-dependent bias of variables (e.g., brightness temperature). The function is shown as follows, µ(α i ) = BT(α i ), (12) where µ(α i ) is the bias of different FOVs, α i is the viewing angle, and the subscript "i" represents the number of FOVs. The second step was correcting latitudinal biases by calculating the variable values at nadir in some grid latitudinal band. The function can be defined as follows,
where µ ϕ j is the bias of latitudinal, ϕ j represents different latitudinal bands and the subscript j represents every 2 • latitudinal band. Then, the variables after limb correction were derived by subtracting the scan-dependent and latitudinal biases from the variables before limb correction. Li and Zou [63] pointed out that the bias in brightness temperature varied with the latitude and scan position simultaneously, and it had a clear seasonal variation. Therefore, the AIRS clear-sky data in each FOV are separated into four seasons (represented by April, July, October, and December) in both day and night. Limb effects were corrected by using data from half a month before obtaining the thresholds of ice clouds detection. Detailed AIRS clear-sky data were from December 16 to December 31 for winter, from April 1 to April 15 for spring, from July 1st to July 15th for summer, and from October 1 to October 15 for autumn. The bias of latitude and san position for CESI can be shown as follows,
where α i is the viewing angle, the subscript i (1-90) represents the number of AIRS FOVs, ϕ j represents different latitudinal bands, and the subscript j (1-60) stands for every 2 • latitudinal band. Figure 8 presents the bias of Pair-4 CESI averaged in every 2 • latitudinal band and at 90 FOVs from April 1 to 15, 2016. Figure 9 shows the spatial distribution of Pair-4 CESI (WFP~287 hPa) before and after limb effect adjustment on May 20. Shown in Figure 9a , limb brightening was the most extreme in the tropics, and the cloud pattern was not obvious before limb correction. The Pair-4 CESI after limb correction, conversely, reflected the cloud features clearly in the tropics (Figure 9b ). 
Since AIRS is a cross-track sensor, the observed brightness temperature was affected by the latitudinal and scan-dependent positions, and the calculated CESIs were affected as well. Some studies corrected the limb effect by two steps [60] [61] [62] . The first step is calculating the bias of each FOV and subtracting the nadir bias to correct the scan-dependent bias of variables (e.g., brightness temperature). The function is shown as follows,
where ( ) is the bias of different FOVs, is the viewing angle, and the subscript "i" represents the number of FOVs.
The second step was correcting latitudinal biases by calculating the variable values at nadir in some grid latitudinal band. The function can be defined as follows,
where is the bias of latitudinal, represents different latitudinal bands and the subscript represents every 2° latitudinal band. Then, the variables after limb correction were derived by subtracting the scan-dependent and latitudinal biases from the variables before limb correction.
Li and Zou [63] pointed out that the bias in brightness temperature varied with the latitude and scan position simultaneously, and it had a clear seasonal variation. Therefore, the AIRS clear-sky data in each FOV are separated into four seasons (represented by April, July, October, and December) in both day and night. Limb effects were corrected by using data from half a month before obtaining the thresholds of ice clouds detection. Detailed AIRS clear-sky data were from December 16 to December 31 for winter, from April 1 to April 15 for spring, from July t to July 15 for summer, and from October 1 to October 15 for autumn. The bias of latitude and san position for CESI can be shown as follows,
where is the viewing angle, the subscript (1-90) represents the number of AIRS FOVs, represents different latitudinal bands, and the subscript (1-60) stands for every 2° latitudinal band. Figure 8 presents the bias of Pair-4 CESI averaged in every 2° latitudinal band and at 90 FOVs from April 1 to 15, 2016. Figure 9 shows the spatial distribution of Pair-4 CESI (WFP~287 hPa) before and after limb effect adjustment on May 20. Shown in Figure 9a , limb brightening was the most extreme in the tropics, and the cloud pattern was not obvious before limb correction. The Pair-4 CESI after limb correction, conversely, reflected the cloud features clearly in the tropics (Figure 9b ). 
Evaluating and Obtaining the Thresholds of CESI Pairs
Collocated data between CALIOP 1 km cloud products and AIRS L1B from May 16 to May 23 in 2017 is used to evaluate the performance of CESI. The total cloudy and clear-sky numbers in this period were 60,146 and 21,532 for daytime. Ice clouds, water, and mixed clouds are 15,399, 33,527, and 11,220, respectively. In the nighttime, the cloudy and clear sky were 60,088 and 18,365 AIRS FOVs. The ice, water, and mixed cloud numbers were 15,862, 30,698, and 13,528. Pair-8 (WFP~330 hPa) in the upper, Pair-19 (WFP~555hPa) in the middle, and Pair-24 (WFP~866 hPa) in the lower troposphere are shown as examples. To characterize the distribution of CESI in detecting different cloud phase scenes, histograms of three pairs for clear sky, ice cloud, water cloud, and mixed cloud scenes from May 16 to May 23 in 2017 are shown in Figure 10 . Generally, the clear sky distribution was around 0 K in both day and night for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24. This indicates that the derived CESIs were reasonable under the clear sky. The histogram of water clouds mostly overlapped with clear sky. This is because the observed brightness temperatures of water clouds are from the emission of the cloud top, and the emissivity of the cloud top for LWIR and SWIR was similar for thick water clouds. Conversely, for the ice clouds, the brightness temperatures of SWIR were larger than LWIR because of the difference in emissivity and scattering characteristics. The histogram of the mixed phase included ice clouds and water clouds. Comparing to the higher WFP pairs (i.e., Pair-8), the sensitivity to ice clouds was stronger in lower WFP pairs (i.e., Pair-24). Additionally, CESI values were larger in the daytime than at nighttime because of solar radiation in the shortwave channel. 
Collocated data between CALIOP 1 km cloud products and AIRS L1B from May 16 to May 23 in 2017 is used to evaluate the performance of CESI. The total cloudy and clear-sky numbers in this period were 60,146 and 21,532 for daytime. Ice clouds, water, and mixed clouds are 15,399, 33,527, and 11,220, respectively. In the nighttime, the cloudy and clear sky were 60,088 and 18,365 AIRS FOVs. The ice, water, and mixed cloud numbers were 15,862, 30,698, and 13,528. Pair-8 (WFP~330 hPa) in the upper, Pair-19 (WFP~555hPa) in the middle, and Pair-24 (WFP~866 hPa) in the lower troposphere are shown as examples. To characterize the distribution of CESI in detecting different cloud phase scenes, histograms of three pairs for clear sky, ice cloud, water cloud, and mixed cloud scenes from May 16 to May 23 in 2017 are shown in Figure 10 . Generally, the clear sky distribution was around 0 K in both day and night for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24. This indicates that the derived CESIs were reasonable under the clear sky. The histogram of water clouds mostly overlapped with clear sky. This is because the observed brightness temperatures of water clouds are from the emission of the cloud top, and the emissivity of the cloud top for LWIR and SWIR was similar for thick water clouds. Conversely, for the ice clouds, the brightness temperatures of SWIR were larger than LWIR because of the difference in emissivity and scattering characteristics. The histogram of the mixed phase included ice clouds and water clouds. Comparing to the higher WFP pairs (i.e., Pair-8), the sensitivity to ice clouds was stronger in lower WFP pairs (i.e., Pair-24). Additionally, CESI values were larger in the daytime than at nighttime because of solar radiation in the shortwave channel. The POD and FAR values varied with different CESI thresholds from −10 to 50 K. The performance of ice cloud detection was the best among the cloud phases, while it was unable to detect water clouds in both day and night. To minimize the FAR values, we assumed FAR values were at 0.1. The POD values of ice clouds were 0.63, 0.71, and 0.73 for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 in the daytime, respectively. One of the reasons is that some ice clouds located between 330 hPa and 555 hPa could not be detected by Pair-8. The ice clouds detected for Pair-19 were similar to Pair-24. Furthermore, the POD values of ice clouds were 0.46, 0.62, and 0.7 in the nighttime. For detecting water clouds, whether in daytime or nighttime, the POD values of the three pairs are around 0 when the FAR values were at 0.1. The POD values of mixed-phase clouds in the daytime are 0.43, 0.20, and 0.12 for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. It is noted that the POD values of mixed-phase clouds in Pair-8 were highest among the three pairs. The mixed clouds included water clouds and ice clouds. CESIs are sensitive to ice clouds but insensitive to water clouds. Some sample data of mixed clouds include multi-layer clouds with ice clouds and water clouds. The high ice clouds can be detected by Pair-8, but the altitudes of low water clouds were lower than Pair-8 WFP. Therefore, the POD of mixed phase for Pair-8 was highest. In the nighttime, the POD of the mixed-phase clouds was around 0.2 at a value of 0.1 of FAR. Three pairs of CESIs in different layers were sensitive to ice clouds but were unable to detect water and mixed-phase clouds.
Remote Sens. 2019, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 14 of 27 Figure 11 shows the POD and FAR variation with different CESI thresholds for Pair-8 (WFP~330 hPa), Pair-19 (WFP~555 hPa), and Pair-24(WFP~866 hPa) from May 16 to May 23 in 2017. The POD and FAR values varied with different CESI thresholds from −10 to 50 K. The performance of ice cloud detection was the best among the cloud phases, while it was unable to detect water clouds in both day and night. To minimize the FAR values, we assumed FAR values were at 0.1. The POD values of ice clouds were 0.63, 0.71, and 0.73 for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 in the daytime, respectively. One of the reasons is that some ice clouds located between 330 hPa and 555 hPa could not be detected by Pair-8. The ice clouds detected for Pair-19 were similar to Pair-24. Furthermore, the POD values of ice clouds were 0.46, 0.62, and 0.7 in the nighttime. For detecting water clouds, whether in daytime or nighttime, the POD values of the three pairs are around 0 when the FAR values were at 0.1. The POD values of mixed-phase clouds in the daytime are 0.43, 0.20, and 0.12 for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. It is noted that the POD values of mixed-phase clouds in Pair-8 were highest among the three pairs. The mixed clouds included water clouds and ice clouds. CESIs are sensitive to ice clouds but insensitive to water clouds. Some sample data of mixed clouds include multi-layer clouds with ice clouds and water clouds. The high ice clouds can be detected by Pair-8, but the altitudes of low water clouds were lower than Pair-8 WFP. Therefore, the POD of mixed phase for Pair-8 was highest. In the nighttime, the POD of the mixed-phase clouds was around 0.2 at a value of 0.1 of FAR. Three pairs of CESIs in different layers were sensitive to ice clouds but were unable to detect water and mixed-phase clouds. Collocated data in four seasons in 2016 were employed to obtain the thresholds of CESI in three pairs. Categorical scores of HSS, POD, and FAR were calculated as a function of the CESI threshold in 0.1 K intervals. The three HSS, POD, and FAR pairs are shown in Figure 12 Collocated data in four seasons in 2016 were employed to obtain the thresholds of CESI in three pairs. Categorical scores of HSS, POD, and FAR were calculated as a function of the CESI threshold in 0.1 K intervals. The three HSS, POD, and FAR pairs are shown in Figure 12 . The CESI thresholds are derived from the corresponding index of the highest HSS score.
The highest HSS values were 0.49, 0.56, and 0.58 in the daytime and 0.4, 0.53, and 0.56 in the nighttime. Correspondingly, the POD values were 0.55, 0.72, and 0.7 in the daytime and 0.4, 0.7, and 0.72 in the nighttime for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. At the highest HSS values, the corresponding FAR values were 0.06, 0.11, and 0.1 in the daytime and 0.09, 0.13, and 0.12 in the nighttime. The results of the thresholds of CESI were 2.4 K, 3 K, and 8.7 K in the daytime and 1.7 K, 1.7 K, and 4.4 K in the nighttime for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. Generally, the thresholds increased with the WFP pairs. 
Validation
The cloud top pressure and cloud phase from CALIOP between May 16 and May 23 in 2017 were employed to validate Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 with thresholds of 2.4 K, 3 K, and 8.7 K in the daytime and 1.7 K, 1.7K, and 4.4 K in the nighttime for ice cloud detection. As shown in Figure 13 , the HSS values were 0.47, 0.58, and 0.59 in the daytime and 0.38, 0.54, and 0.58 in the nighttime. The HSS values in both day and night had differences between 0.01~0.02 (within 5%), indicating that the values were close to those assessment and the performance of these three pairs' thresholds was relatively good (Figure 12 ). Further, the POD values were 0.47, 0.76, and 0.72 in the daytime and 0.47, 0.77, and 0.77 in the nighttime. Correspondingly, the FAR values were 0.05, 0.12, and 0.1 in the daytime and 0.11, 0.15, and 0.13 in the nighttime. For Pair-8, the POD values and FAR values were slightly less than those in the assessment; however, for Pair-19 and Pair-24, the POD and FAR values were slightly larger than those in assessment. It is reasonable that the values of POD and FAR increased and decreased simultaneously. 
Evaluation of CESI Ice Clouds Detection by CALIOP Optical Depth
In section 5.2 and 5.3, we obtain and validate the thresholds of ice clouds in Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 by CALIOP data. Further, in order to evaluate the ice cloud detection by CESI for the three pairs, ice clouds optical depth from CALIOP Level 2 5 km layer product was used to calculate the Figure 13 . The validation value of POD, FAR, and Heike Skill Score (HSS) with subscript "v" and the training value of HSS with subscript "t" for the Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 with 2.4 K, 3 K, and 8.7 K in the daytime (a) and 1.7 K, 1.7K, and 4.4 K in the nighttime (b) from May 16 to May 23 in 2017.
In Sections 5.2 and 5.3, we obtain and validate the thresholds of ice clouds in Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 by CALIOP data. Further, in order to evaluate the ice cloud detection by CESI for the three pairs, ice clouds optical depth from CALIOP Level 2 5 km layer product was used to calculate the optical depth of collocated ice clouds FOVs in Section 5.1. Figure 14 shows the frequency of detected and missed ice clouds with optical depth for the three pairs. Both in daytime and nighttime, the frequency of missed ice clouds with optical depth in the range of 0 and 0.6 is higher than detected ice clouds. For Pair-8, the frequency of detected ice clouds is consistent with missed ice clouds. However, the frequency of detected ice clouds is larger than that of missed ice clouds for Pair-19 and Pair-24 when the optical depth of ice clouds is larger than 0.6. For Pair-19 and Pair-24, when optical depth is between 1 and 5, the frequency of detected ice clouds is more than that of missed ice clouds in the daytime (Figure 14c,e) . Further, the frequency of detected ice clouds with optical depth between 6 and 8 increases in the nighttime (Figure 14b,d,f) . Figure 13 . The validation value of POD, FAR, and Heike Skill Score (HSS) with subscript "v" and the training value of HSS with subscript "t" for the Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 with 2.4 K, 3 K, and 8.7 K in the daytime (a) and 1.7 K, 1.7K, and 4.4 K in the nighttime (b) from May 16 to May 23 in 2017.
In section 5.2 and 5.3, we obtain and validate the thresholds of ice clouds in Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 by CALIOP data. Further, in order to evaluate the ice cloud detection by CESI for the three pairs, ice clouds optical depth from CALIOP Level 2 5 km layer product was used to calculate the optical depth of collocated ice clouds FOVs in Section 5.1. Figure 14 shows the frequency of detected and missed ice clouds with optical depth for the three pairs. Both in daytime and nighttime, the frequency of missed ice clouds with optical depth in the range of 0 and 0.6 is higher than detected ice clouds. For Pair-8, the frequency of detected ice clouds is consistent with missed ice clouds. However, the frequency of detected ice clouds is larger than that of missed ice clouds for Pair-19 and Pair-24 when the optical depth of ice clouds is larger than 0.6. For Pair-19 and Pair-24, when optical depth is between 1 and 5, the frequency of detected ice clouds is more than that of missed ice clouds in the daytime (Figure 14c and e ). Further, the frequency of detected ice clouds with optical depth between 6 and 8 increases in the nighttime (Figure 14b, d, and f) . [64] . Some other studies also use the similar classification method to study the distribution and properties of different types of ice clouds [2, 3, 65] . Figures 15 and 16 show the occurrence frequency of ice clouds with different optical depths from May 16 to May 23, 2017. The sub-visual ice clouds (τ < 0.03) are most located in the tropical areas and the most occurrence frequency of sub-visual ice clouds is around 45%, which locate in the Pacific warm pool (in Figure 15a ). The number of thin ice clouds (0.03 ≤ τ < 0.3) is larger than sub-visual ice clouds and thin ice clouds mainly occur in tropical and 50 • N areas. The number of opaque ice clouds (0.3 ≤ τ < 3) is largest for four categories. The occurrence areas of opaque ice clouds are mainly in the tropical areas including the Indian Ocean and the South America. The number of opaque ice clouds in mid-latitude is most among the four categories. For the thick ice clouds (in Figure 15d) , the distribution is similar for thin ice clouds, but the number is smaller than thin ice clouds. In the nighttime, the number and the occurrence frequency of sub-visual and thin ice clouds are more than those in the daytime (in Figure 16a ). This is because the height of optically thin ice clouds (i.e., cirrus) increases in the nighttime [66] . Also, both occurrence frequency and the number for opaque ice clouds are highest among the four types of ice clouds in the nighttime. Further, the occurrence frequency of thick ice clouds is larger than those in the daytime, especially in the 50 • S regions. Figure 15 and Figure 16 show the occurrence frequency of ice clouds with different optical depths from May 16 to May 23, 2017. The sub-visual ice clouds (τ < 0.03) are most located in the tropical areas and the most occurrence frequency of sub-visual ice clouds is around 45%, which locate in the Pacific warm pool (in Figure 15a ). The number of thin ice clouds (0.03 ≤ τ < 0.3) is larger than sub-visual ice clouds and thin ice clouds mainly occur in tropical and 50°N areas. The number of opaque ice clouds (0.3 ≤ τ < 3) is largest for four categories. The occurrence areas of opaque ice clouds are mainly in the tropical areas including the Indian Ocean and the South America. The number of opaque ice clouds in mid-latitude is most among the four categories. For the thick ice clouds (in Figure 15d) , the distribution is similar for thin ice clouds, but the number is smaller than thin ice clouds. In the nighttime, the number and the occurrence frequency of sub-visual and thin ice clouds are more than those in the daytime (in Figure 16a ). This is because the height of optically thin ice clouds (i.e., cirrus) increases in the nighttime [66] . Also, both occurrence frequency and the number for opaque ice clouds are highest among the four types of ice clouds in the nighttime. Further, the occurrence frequency of thick ice clouds is larger than those in the daytime, especially in the 50°S regions. Figure 17 , Figure 18 , and Figure 19 represent the performance of four categories of ice clouds detection by Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. The distribution of ice clouds with different optical depth is similar in Figure 14 and Figure 15 . The number of opaque ice clouds is the most and sub-visual is the least. As shown in Figure 17a -d, most ice clouds with optical depth less than 0.3 are missing detection by Pair-8, especially for sub-visual ice clouds. For opaque and thick ice clouds, Pair-8 can detect them located in the tropical areas, especially in the mainly ice cloud occurrence regions (the Pacific warm pool, center Africa, and South America) but fail to detect opaque ice clouds located in the mid-latitude. This is because of the ice clouds height are high in the tropical region and lower in the mid-latitude [66] . When ice cloud top pressure of ice clouds above 555 hPa, Pair-19 detects more thin ice clouds than Pair-8 (in Figure 18c and d) and still fail to detect some thin ice clouds located in the mid-latitude. For the opaque and thick ice clouds, most of them can be detected by Pair-19 in both daytime and nighttime. As shown in Figure 19a -d, most sub-visual and thin ice clouds are unable to be detected by Pair-24, especially in the mid-latitude. However, most opaque and thick ice clouds can be detected by Pair-24. Therefore, CESI has the ability to detect ice clouds with optical depth larger than 0.3 but it is not sensitive to sub-visual and thin ice clouds. These results Figures 14 and 15 . The number of opaque ice clouds is the most and sub-visual is the least. As shown in Figure 17a -d, most ice clouds with optical depth less than 0.3 are missing detection by Pair-8, especially for sub-visual ice clouds. For opaque and thick ice clouds, Pair-8 can detect them located in the tropical areas, especially in the mainly ice cloud occurrence regions (the Pacific warm pool, center Africa, and South America) but fail to detect opaque ice clouds located in the mid-latitude. This is because of the ice clouds height are high in the tropical region and lower in the mid-latitude [66] . When ice cloud top pressure of ice clouds above 555 hPa, Pair-19 detects more thin ice clouds than Pair-8 (in Figure 18c,d) and still fail to detect some thin ice clouds located in the mid-latitude. For the opaque and thick ice clouds, most of them can be detected by Pair-19 in both daytime and nighttime. As shown in Figure 19a -d, most sub-visual and thin ice clouds are unable to be detected by Pair-24, especially in the mid-latitude. However, most opaque and thick ice clouds can be detected by Pair-24. Therefore, CESI has the ability to detect ice clouds with optical depth larger than 0.3 but it is not sensitive to sub-visual and thin ice clouds. These results are same as other passive sensors [67, 68] . 
Discussion
This study was based on Lin17′s cloud detection scheme named Cloud Emission and Scattering Index (CESI), by using dual CO2 bands in the Cross-track Infrared Sensor (CrIS) [24] . In their research, simulated data were used to derive CESI, without separately considering daytime and nighttime and deriving the thresholds of cloud detection. This algorithm is based on the theory that the different 
This study was based on Lin17's cloud detection scheme named Cloud Emission and Scattering Index (CESI), by using dual CO 2 bands in the Cross-track Infrared Sensor (CrIS) [24] . In their research, simulated data were used to derive CESI, without separately considering daytime and nighttime and deriving the thresholds of cloud detection. This algorithm is based on the theory that the different characteristics in emission and scattering of ice clouds perceived by longwave and shortwave CO 2 absorption bands. Moreover, they pointed out that when thin ice clouds existed, the CESI values were positive, whereas the CESI values were negative when thick clouds existed. However, the accurate thresholds of ice clouds had not been provided in their research for each pair. In Wang19, the thin cirrus from VIIRS cloud mask product was collocated with CESI to assess the thin cirrus detection of CESI from Lin17 and low WFP pairs were combined by using linear discriminant analysis to improve cirrus detection. The results showed that the POD of thin cirrus was 0.69 for the pair with WFP~891 hPa when FAR set at 0.1. Three low WFP pairs were combined and the POD values increased to 0.77 and 0.75 with the FAR of 0.1 in the daytime and nighttime, respectively. However, there are some drawbacks from Wang19. In the VIIRS cloud mask product, the thin cirrus in the daytime was retrieved by the 1.38 µm channel in the daytime. The performance of thin cirrus was affected by elevated surfaces, dry atmospheric conditions, and high albedo surfaces [37] . This would lead to some mistakes in the process of cirrus evaluation. Additionally, the cloud top pressures of cirrus had not been considered in Wang19 because the cloud top pressures information was not available in the VIIRS cloud mask product. In this paper, real observation data were employed to derive CESI for AIRS and separated daytime and nighttime because Kahn et al. [28] pointed out that there is a difference in detecting clouds in the daytime and nighttime. Further, the active lidar sensor CALIOP was more accurate in detecting clouds than passive satellite sensors, especially for optically thin cirrus [69] . The CALIOP was employed to collocate with CESI to derive the thresholds of ice clouds according to the highest evaluation score of HSS. The POD values of ice clouds were 0.72 and 0.77 for Pair-24 (WFP~866 hPa) with FAR of 0.1 and 0.13 in the daytime and nighttime, respectively. The POD values were larger than the individual CESI but less than the improvement values in Wang19. This is because the improvement of ice clouds detection was most often located in the mid-latitude areas. Further, the ice cloud optical depth from CALIOP was considered in this study, which was lack in Lin17 and Wang19. AIRS cloud product has been evaluated by using CALIOP product, which shows that the POD values is over 0.9 with FAR values around 0.1 [44] while the POD is about 0.77 for the Pair-24 in this study. The difference mainly comes from the different algorithm. Window channels were used to detect ice clouds in AIRS cloud product because there is less effect on the absorption gas for window channels [28] . However, window channels could not detect ice cloud directly in certain vertical atmospheric layers and would be affected by surface type.
Despite the improvements made by this paper algorithm, there are several limitations of CESI and the thresholds of ice clouds detection in this paper. First, the cloud detection scheme developed by AIRS fail to detect some sub-visual (τ < 0.03) and thin (0.03 ≤ τ < 0.3) ice clouds. One of the reasons is from the passive sensor limitations [68, 70] , of which the viewing angle, contrast, and molecular scattering problems may affect the instruments' ability to detect clouds [64, 67] . The second limitation could be due to the collocation between CALIOP and AIRS. The AIRS FOVs is around 13.5 km at the nadir while the spatial of CALIOP profiles is around 1 km. Even we selected the percentage of ice cloud profiles from CALIOP in each AIRS FOV is equal to or larger than 80%, the inhomogeneous ice clouds still exist because of the track orbit of the CALIOP and AIRS observations. In the assessment of CESI for ice clouds, water clouds, mixed phase clouds, and clear sky, the CESI values of ice clouds is largest. Therefore, when ice clouds together with other conditions (water clouds, mixed phase clouds, and clear sky), the obtained threshold of ice clouds would be underestimated and it is possible to unable to detect the inhomogeneous ice clouds. Another potential problem for this ice cloud detection algorithm could be from CO 2 concentration effect [71] . As reported in this study, the authors did the sensitivity experiments and showed that the thin cloud frequency in the high altitude was influenced by 5-10 ppm CO 2 variations, typically for seasonal and regional variation. In this algorithm, AIRS and CALIOP data from four months (January, April, July, and October) were used to reduce the effect of CO 2 and cloud seasonal variation. However, the uncertain CO 2 rising level may have an impact on using CO 2 bands to detect clouds. Additionally, the CESI only could detect single-layer ice clouds. Furthermore, the ice clouds with the thin optical depth would give rise to the bias rising in the data assimilation procedure because the thin ice clouds would be considered as clear-sky then input to the model [24] .
Based on the current limitations, some further studies could be done to improve the ice clouds detection. Due to the fact that the ice clouds located in the mid-latitude are not detected by CESI with high WFP altitude, the linear discriminant analysis and other CO 2 channels could be combined to improve ice clouds detection based on Wang19.
Conclusions
Detecting ice clouds in specific atmospheric layers is still a challenge for infrared sensors. The paper [24] developed an algorithm to detect clouds in different layers by combining longwave (wavenumber from 670~760 cm −1 ) and shortwave (wavenumber from 2200~2400 cm −1 ) CO 2 absorption bands from the Cross-Track Infrared Sounder (CrIS). This algorithm, named Cloud Emission and Scattering Index (CESI), is based on the theory that the difference in emission and scattering characteristics of clouds for longwave infrared (LWIR) and shortwave infrared (SWIR) CO 2 channels. This study, based on Lin's method, uses dual CO 2 absorption bands of AIRS combined to detect ice clouds in different atmospheric layers. In our pairing process, we considered the weighting function peak (WFP) altitude, the cut-off pressure (COP) level, and the correlation coefficient. The observed brightness temperature (BT) was used instead of Lin's simulation data, and daytime and nighttime were separated to establish the linear relationships. After that, we corrected the limb effect of CESI by calculating the latitudinal and seasonal bias in every 2 • latitudinal band and at 90 FOVs under the clear sky. After limb correction, the CALIOP Level 2 cloud layer product was employed to collocate with AIRS CESI from May 16 to May 23, 2017, and the false alarm rate (FAR) and the probability of detection (POD) were applied to assess the performance of cloud detection. Finally, the thresholds of CESI for each pair in ice cloud detection were derived when the Heike Skill Score (HSS) is at the highest value.
A total of twenty-four (24) pairs of CESI were identified from the upper to lower troposphere. Pair-8 (WFP~330 hPa), Pair-19 (WFP~555 hPa), and Pair-24 (WFP~866 hPa) were selected to present as examples of pairing in the upper, middle, and lower troposphere, respectively. The results show that the POD values of ice clouds were 0.63, 0.71, and 0.73 for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24 in the daytime and 0.46, 0.62 and 0.7 in the nighttime, respectively, at FAR values of 0.1. However, the POD values were around 0.2 and below 0.05 for mixed and water cloud phases with FAR at 0.1. Therefore, CESI could detect ice clouds, but it was not very easy to identify water and mixed clouds. The thresholds of CESI were 2.4 K (1.7 K), 3 K (1.7 K), and 8.7 K (4.4 K) in the daytime (nighttime) for Pair-8, Pair-19, and Pair-24, respectively. Furthermore, the error of HSS values based on thresholds of ice clouds is between 0.01 and 0.02, indicating that the performance of ice cloud detection thresholds was relatively good. When evaluating the ice clouds detection with different optical depth from CALIOP, most of the ice clouds with optical depth that are less than 0.3 are not detected by CESI due to the passive sensor shortcomings. Moreover, Pair-8 failed to detect ice clouds located in the mid-latitude regions. It may be necessary to combine some other pairs with Pair-8 to improve the detection of ice clouds in the future. 
